THE MICKOSCOPY OF DKINKING WATER

In 1875 ^r- J: D. Macdonald, of London, suggested improve-
ments in the sedimentation method, and made a rude attempt
to obtain quantitative results by-allowing the water to settle
for a definite length of time, collecting the sediment on a
removable glass disk or watch-glass at the bottom of a tall jar,
and afterward transferring this glass disk with its accumulated
sediment to the stage of the microscope for direct examination.
In 1884 Dr. H. C. Sorby, of England, attempted to obtain
a more exact enumeration by passing a gallon of the sample
through a fine sieve (200 meshes to an inch) and then washing
the collected organisms into a dish and in some way counting
them.
In America important researches were made by Torrey,
Vorce, Mills, Leeds, Potts, Nichols, Farlow, and others, but
previous to 1888 the work was chiefly of a qualitative character.
American Investigations. In 1887 the Massachusetts State
Board of Health began a systematic examination of all the
water-supplies of the State, which has been maintained for
twenty-five years. Two years later the State Board of Health
of Connecticut began a similar but less extensive series of
examinations. In 1889 the Water Board of the City of Boston
established a biological laboratory at the Chestnut Hill reservoir
for the purpose of studying systematically the biological char-
acter of the various sources of supply. For the first eight years
of its existence it was conducted by the author under the general
direction of Mr. Desmond FitzGerald, Superintendent of the
Western Division of the Boston Water Works. Subsequent
biologists in charge of this laboratory have been Dr. F. S. Hollis,
Horatio N. Parker, Edward P. Walters, A. W. Walker and
Charles E. Livermore. After the water-supply of Boston came
under the control of the Metropolitan Water Board this laboratory
was removed to No. i Ashburton Place where it is still in
operation.
In 1893 a small laboratory was established by the Public
Water Board of the City of Lynn, Mass. In 1897 Mt. Prospect
Laboratory, connected with the Department of Water Supply
of Brooklyn, N. Y., was equipped and put in operation. It was